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The setting of Dragon Ball has а sort of Chinese feel 
to it, but it’s not necessarily China. Exactly where it 
takes place is uncertain. The overall story is very 
simple, but I'd like to keep making up more details 
and illustrations as І go along. This way, І сап draw 
anything | want to and enjoy the tension and excite- 
ment of figuring out what "| draw next. 

—Akira Toriyama, 1985 


Artist/writer Akira Toriyama burst onto the manga scene in 
1980 with the wildly popular Dr. Slump, a science fiction 
comedy about the adventures of a mad scientist and his 
android “daughter” In 1984 he created his hit series 
Dragon Ball, which ran until 1995 in Shueisha’s best- 
selling magazine Weekly Shonen Jump, and was translated 
into foreign languages around the world. Since Dragon 
Ball, he has worked on a variety of short series, including 
Cowa!, Kajika, SandLand, and Neko Majin, as well as a 
children’s book, Toccio the Angel. He is also known for his 
design work on video games, particularly the Dragon 
Warrior RPG series. He lives with his family in Japan. 
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LONG, LONG AGO, 
IN A DEER DARK 
FOREST FAR FROM 
CIVILIZATION, BEYOND 
A TOWERING RANGE 
OF..WELL, YOU GET 
THE IDEA. ITS THE 
KIND OF FLACE A 
STORY LIKE THIS 
HAS TO BEGIN.. 
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ARE YOU..?! 
| У WHY ARENT 


NOW, 
DEMON... 
PREPARE 
ТО DIE!!! 


NOT VERY 
TRUSTING, 
ARE YOu. 


YOURE KINDA 
LIKE ME... 
BUT THERE'S 


SOMETHING... 
DIFFERENT... 
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WAIT... ARE 15 А CAR! 
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СОМЕ 
OVER ТО 
МУ PLACE! 


GRAMPA, 
LOOK! ITS 
A FEMALE! 
А HUMAN 
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MORE 
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MORE 
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/ I FOUND 
/ ONE IN MY 
CELLAR. І | 


HAD NO = 
IDEA WHAT / > 
IT WAS.. р 


SO І OID SOME 
RESEARCH..ANO I 
FOUND THIS OLQ 
OLD BL STORY 
THAT DESCRIBED 
THEM, 


THERE WERE ORIGINALLY 
SEVEN DRAGON BALLS, 
AND EACH OF THEM 
GLOWS WITH THE LIGHT 
OF THE TINY STARS 
INSIDE..FROM ONE 
STAR TO SEVEN.. 
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LISTEN, 
GOOF..AN 
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THING HAPPENS 
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GET ALL & 
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WISH! BUT ( EN Ф 
ONLY Amen > 


AT FIRST I 
WANTED A 
BIFETIME SURFEN 
STRAWBERRIES... 
BUT NOW I THINK 
IM GONNA GO 


FOR 
А SUPER-CUTE 
BOYFRIEND!! 


YOU WANT \ YEOT АВЕ 

men н, YOU GONNA 
\ " DO WITH 
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BALLS FLY OFF IDIOT-LADLL BE 
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NEED ТО KNOW THAT 
ONCE THE WISH 15 
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CERTAINLY 
AM THAT! 


/ HOW'RE we 
| GONNA FINO 
THE OTHER 
BALLS IF 
YOU DONT 
EVEN KNOW 
WHERE THEY 
ARE? 
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ABOUT 1,200 > 5 THE BALLS GIVE 
> ОРЕ А РАМТ 
ELECTROMAGNETIC 
PULSE, SO I 
CONSTRUCTED 
| IT! SEE, THESE 
THREE IN THE 
MIDDLE ARE 
THE ONES WE 
HAVE RIGHT 
NOW, AND... 
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/ NOW 
| SWING YOUR 
TAIL UP 
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HOI-POI 
CAPSULES 


THAN І CAN RUN! 
I OION'T THINK 
THAT WAS 
POSSIBLE!!! 
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DON'T YOU HAVE 
7 ANY IDEA WHAT 
`2, А LADY MEANS 
WHEN SHE SAYS 
"SCUSE ME," 

YOU 24/7! | М 


WHYS SHE 
ФОТТА PEE 
МАУ OVER 
THERE? WHY 
CAN'T SHE 
DO ІТ RIGHT 
HERE, LIKE A 
NORMAL 
PERSON? 


МАН, І JUST 
MET HER. 
YOU A FRIEND 
O' HERS? 


с ae 
Ў YEAH..FRIEND... 
THATS IT! 
BWA-HA-HA! 


LOOK, THERES 

SOMETHING І 
HAVE ТО DISCUSS / 
WITH HER IN 
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OH, SO 
NOW SHE 
/ WANTS ME 
j TO 
RESCUE 
HER! 
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SEE? 
ALL'S SWELL 
THAT ENDS 

SWELL! 


WHAT'S SO 
> SWELL ABOUT | 
PEEING MY 


REMEMBER YOUR 
CHINESE FAIRY TALES? 
YOU DONT? NOT EVEN 

THE IMPISH 
MONKEY KING AND 
HIS MAGIC STAFF, 
THE NYOIBO?_ OH, WELL... 
DROP ІМ NEXT. TIME 
AND YOULL LEARN.. 


NEXT: MY BALLS ARE MISSING! 


